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Our new collective rewards will be to fill the beach with shells. 
Children will be chosen to put a shell on the beach by the staff. 
We are continuing to look out for kind hands, sharing toys, 
being helpful, good listening and good efforts at tidy up time.  
Our reward this time will be milkshake and a cookie for snack.  

Good Luck Everyone.  

25th February   Our Next Collective Rewards 

28th February   Making a tally of the favourite foods from the story 

We have been reading "The Tiger who came to Tea" and 

today we gave the children opportunity to ask their friends 

what their favourite food was from the story. Karen 

explained that we needed to make a small line underneath 

the picture of the food their friends chose and that we 

would then count up and find which was the favourite. 

The children went around and asked others "What's your 

favourite food?" then made a tally mark each time.  

"Now we need to count and see" Karen explained.  

We counted the tally marks and discovered most people 

liked the buns.  

28th February   Toy Library Bags 

During this half term we will be sending home bags from our ‘Toy Library’ to help our 
children with their learning. The child`s Key Person will suggest a bag which would be 
appropriate to extend the child`s learning. The bag may contain a game, puzzles or 
simple activities to help with number recognition, counting, or scissor skills for example.  
All the bags are linked to the areas of learning but most of all are for having fun. 

 

Tyler appears to have enjoyed using his bag, counting the dinosaurs and attaching the 
peg with the correct numeral on to help with counting and recognising larger numbers. 

22nd March  We`ve done it again ! 

Everyone has worked extremely hard to fill our beach 
with shells. Each shell represents good listening, being 
kind, sharing and good efforts at tidy up time.  

 
Well done all, we can now enjoy our reward of a 
milkshake and a cookie next week at snack time.  

This year our focus book for our very popular ‘Monitor of the Day’ will be ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’.            

Each child will have the opportunity to be chosen to be a ‘special helper’ for the day.  Along with their help with 

little tasks throughout the day, they will get to take a tiger home with them and a copy of the book with props 

for them to help re-tell the story. 

‘Monitor of the Day’ 

The following day instead of putting water into the tray with the ice blocks 
and penguins, I introduced the children to 'Instant snow'.  
I put a teaspoon of the powder on their hands and then added a small 
amount of water.  
They were amazed as they watched the powder grow and change in their 
hands. "It looks like snow" they said. They spent a long time playing with the 
snow and asking me to make more snow so they could watch it change again.  

7th March  World Book Day 

11th March    What`s inside the eggs ? 

Today we invited our parents and carers to join us 

in the morning to celebrate ‘World Book Day’ by 

sharing stories with their children and their friends. 

We love stories here at Tiny Tots. They are such a 

fun way to learn language skills, time sequences and 

use their imagination. 

 

The children were also invited to dress up as well 

based around an animal theme.   

Last week we set up a display with lots of information about a range of 

creatures, large or small, which hatch out of eggs. Then a special delivery 

arrived this morning, a batch of eggs!  

We have been asked to look after them, keep them warm and see what 

happens next.  

What could be inside ? 

Parents came and shared 

stories with their children 

Phoenix looked 

brilliant in his 

tiger costume. 

We have had lots of suggestions! 

"Think it's a tortoise." said Imogen  

"It could be a snake or a chicken" 
Phoebe replied.  

“ A dinosaur….maybe T`rex, 
maybe Triceratops” said Tyler 

Jacob said “Oh I think they`re 
ducklings, or maybe they are turtles”.  

The children only had to wait a couple of days 

before they were able to see what had 

hatched out of the eggs overnight. 

When all the chicks had hatched out, they were 

moved into a larger box called a ‘Brooder’ 

where the children could observe them more 

easily. They were fascinated and spent a long 

time watching them eating, drinking or just sleeping. 

As the chicks are much stronger now we have taken 

two chicks at a time into the Art area in a clear tank to 

use for some observational painting.  

The children have learnt that they can recognise if a 

chick is a girl or a boy by looking at it`s colour. The 

boys have pale yellow feathers and the girls are a light 

brown colour. A selection of these coloured paints 

were provided for the children to use for their 

observational paintings.  

The chicks are growing fast and are now strong enough to be 

out of the warmth of their brooder for short periods of time 

and can be handled by the children. We talked to the children 

about handling the chicks gently and not using really loud 

voices even if they were really excited about 

holding a chick. 

 

We also explained the importance of not 

putting their fingers in their mouths and how 

we must wash our hands really well after 

handling the chicks.   

Molly drew a large circle with two eyes 

and a mouth. "He's got two legs" she 

explained to me. When she was finished 

she told me "I made a fluffy one!"  

“Oh they`re chicks, they`re so cute” 

Observational Painting 

Luis picked up a pen and drew some shapes on  

his paper. He then painted inside the shapes.  

"That's the two wings and that's the head" he said. 

21st March   Making ‘Ice flow’ Islands 

As we have some very creative children this year who are always wanting to 
make something, I decided I would ask them to help make some resources to 
use with the penguins and polar bears for our small world imaginary play.  I 
showed them some videos, which demonstrated how large blocks of ice move in 
the sea. Luis and Omer were keen to help make some 'ice flow blocks'. They 
listened carefully as I explained how we needed to completely cover the pieces 
of polystyrene so they would not break and were safe for us to play with. We 
began by putting short lengths of ‘Mod Roc’ into a tray of water. They observed 
how the ’Mod Roc’ changed and knew when they were wet enough to be 
flexible to put onto the polystyrene shapes. They carefully placed the Mod Roc 
over the polystyrene, smoothing it down and following the contours, carefully 
covering all the polystyrene before we had to leave it to dry. 

We have put the islands in the black tray with a little water 
and some small world penguins and seals. We also added some 
real ice cubes so the children could observe what happens to 
the ice. They noticed that the ice was "melting" as they held it 
and that it was "cold". They also noticed that the ice was 
disappearing when it was just floating in the water. The next 
day we added more water, making 
it deeper and the children 
discovered that the ‘Islands’ 
themselves were floating ! 

When they returned the next day, they 
discovered how the Mod Roc had changed. 
It had now set and was "really hard".          
We added a few more layers before the 
blocks were painted and varnished and are 
now ready to play with.  

Luis decided to add some 
blue cellophane to one of 
the blocks to make a 
waterfall, choosing to fix it 
in place with some Blu tac. 

27th March    Making our Mother`s Day cards 

We have been very busy this week making 
our cards for ‘Mother`s day’. We had 
previously taken a photo of each child for 
them to use on their card. The children 
then chose a frame to go around their 
photo then added lots of pre cut flowers to 
decorate their card. 

The children then made marks to represent 
their name or if they were able, they wrote 
their name inside their card. 

29th March   Mother`s Day Stay and Play session 

Today we invited our Mums to a special 

‘Stay and Play” session. As a treat for 

Mother`s day they were invited to join 

us for a ‘Cream Tea’. Omer used a 

clipboard to help him record if the Mums 

wanted “Jam and Cream” on their scones. 

Sophia`s mum wrote down her choice on 

Omer`s clipboard.  

Macie`s Mum and Dad both joined us and Macie enjoyed their Cream tea! 

We hope you have enjoyed reading about what our children have enjoyed doing and learning about this half term and if                            

you would like to share with us what your children have enjoyed doing we would be pleased to hear from you. 

                                                                          Thank you from all the staff at 

                                                                                                 Templegate Tiny Tots Pre-school 


