
“Bubbles!” they said “It’s magic!”. 

templegatetots@yahoo.com 

We hope you have enjoyed reading about what our children have enjoyed doing and learning about this half term and if you                

would like to share with us what your children have enjoyed doing we would be pleased to hear from you. 

                                                                          Thank you from all the staff at 

                                                                                                 Templegate Tiny Tots Pre-school 

  

17th September  Introducing the Collective Rewards Scheme 

We have set up our first ‘Collective Rewards’ system for this year, this                   

encourages the children to work together for one aim. This time we will be  

trying to fill the string with beads then our reward will be a movie and some             

popcorn. The staff will be looking out for something amazing such as being 

kind to our friends, sharing, hanging up our own coats on our pegs or great              

efforts at tidy up time.  

At carpet time these children will be asked to put a bead on the string. 

17th September   Our Buddy book 

This year we are continuing with our ‘Buddy Book’.                 
Each child has their photo and a hand print put in the 
book and have their height measured at the when they 
start. When the children tell us what they like to do at              
Pre-school we also write this in the book. The children  
enjoy looking at the book together with their friends, 
pointing to the pictures and naming the other children. 
The children re-visit the book frequently and enjoy seeing 
how they change over their time with us. 

24th September  Kathy`s Music session 

Today we had our first visit of the year from Kathy our Music lady. 
She will be making frequent visits during the year and bringing 
her large selection of musical instruments with her. Kathy begins 
the session by asking the children to help wake her guitar up by 
shouting “Wakey, Wakey”  When the guitar is suitably woken, 
Kathy begins her special song and the children to join in with the 
actions, shaking their hands, tapping their knees then nodding 
their heads.  

Kathy brought a large box of instruments for the children to chose one to accompany her 
song and then showed the children the very large drum that she also had brought today 
which was called a ‘Gathering drum’. Our children did gather in small groups to play the drum 
together to accompany a song about dinosaurs.   

                                                      It was very noisy !  But great fun. 

18th October   Our next Collective Rewards  

 4th October   Practising our Fire drill 

All this week we have been teaching the children what we have to do if the fire 
alarm goes off in school. We spoke to all of the children about what we have to do 
and why this was important before blowing the whistle a little later.  

 

In our setting we blow the whistle 3 times and the children have to:  
 ‘Put down their toys', ‘Go straight to the door, no stopping to put on their coats',  

then ‘Line up by the fence' (where they play on the bikes).                                                                
When a member of staff has counted the children we have to                                                       

'Walk sensibly holding our partners hand' and we go up to the main playground 
and 'stand on the yellow line by number 1'.                                                                                  

As you can see this is a lot of information for the children to take in so we have 
been practising each day this week.  

 

5th October   Movie Time 
We did it, we have filled the string with beads as part of our              

Collective rewards. Everyone has an opportunity to watch a 

short movie clip and have some popcorn. We will do this again 

a few more times this week so everyone who worked so hard to 

achieve this, gets a turn. 

Well done everyone. 

This week we are introducing our next 'Collective rewards'  

challenge. This time we have to work together to fill the   

pumpkin patch with different sized pumpkins. To get a          

pumpkin to put in the patch the focus is working together. 

Alongside this we will be continuing to hand them out for            

being kind, listening to our teachers and good efforts at ‘tidy 

up’ time.  

When our pumpkin patch is full, our reward this time will be 

baking Halloween biscuits. 

Good luck everyone. 
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3rd September   Another new school year ! 

Well, here we are again at the start of another school year.  This year we will 
be without Tori here in Pre-school as she is taking some time out to spend 
with her new baby daughter who was born during the summer holidays.  

So Lynda will be joining us this year. 

We also already have another Linda 
who joined us at Easter last year 

Making new friends 

This year we have only a few children who 

are still with us from last year, as so many 

children left us to go into ‘big school’. 

So there are lots of new friendships            

to be made. 

The New Construction Area 
Our new construction area is proving  

to be very popular. 

The children are learning to 
share the tools and resources as 
well as how to work together as 
they pretend to be builders.  

They pretended to measure and 
saw the pipes and often asked 
what the tools are called and 
how they are used….. 

….and then used the spanners to 
fix the wheel on the bike. 

This year we will also be having regular visits from a Speech 
and Language Therapist called Hannah. She will be coming 
in once a fortnight, to work with individual children as well 

as giving general help and advice to the staff. 

The children enjoyed wearing the                   
‘Hard hats’ and ‘High Vis’ vests 

when working. 

Halloween 
The children are beginning to talk about Halloween 
and what costumes they might chose to wear when 

they go out ‘Trick or Treating’.  

We provided 3 different sized pumpkins 
to encourage discussions about their 
size and which was the biggest or  
smallest and it also encouraged                 
language about how heavy they were. 

We  also used the biggest pumpkin and                 
adapted the ‘Enormous Turnip’ story to be                       
‘The Enormous Pumpkin’. Small groups of                  

children acted out the story as I narrated it    
and had to work together to try and lift the 

Giant pumpkin which had grown so big and was so heavy! 

I also used the ‘Shopping game’ format to develop a new game where the children 
have to collect the items on their ‘Potion list’ to make their spell. Each child has a 
list of the items they need to collect and when they turned over the correct picture 
they needed, they put the picture tile on their cauldron.  In this game they also have 
to find 2 or 3 of some of the items not just one.  

Our children have really enjoyed listening to the ‘Meg and 
Mog’ stories as well as ‘Room on a Broom’. So Linda set 
up an activity in the cabin to make a real spell.  She gave 
the children a list of the ingredients for the spell and they 
took turns to add the items to the cauldron…..spiders, a 
pine cone, twigs and some mice.  They also added some 
blue powder paint then some red and stirred the mixture 
and watched it turn “Purple”.  At this point Linda added 
some Bicarbonate of Soda and then some Citric acid.  She 
borrowed Jessica`s magic wand and they all said the spell  
“Ziggerty,  Zaggerty , Zoom” together and the potion 
started bubbling. “What’s happening?” Linda asked.  

 

26th October                 Stay and Play 

We had our first ‘Stay and Play’ session of the year today and parents were invited them to come along at 2pm 

to see how their children learn through play. As it was nearly Halloween we focused the activities around 

‘spooky crafts’. The parents were told that they were free to ‘dress up’ for the occasion and although we had 

plenty of parents who came to the session, nobody took us up on this! 

They all had a smell of the potion which had a very strange smell. “It’s smelly” they 
said , “It smelt of spiders!” Molly told Karen.  

Making a 
magic potion 


