
4th July  Cleaning the giant set of teeth 

Today we did a follow on activity in the cabin on brushing the teeth.                       

We briefly talked about what was good and bad for our teeth again.               

We specifically talked about chocolate spread, honey and raisins. We 

spoke to the children about how different foods get stuck in our teeth 

and we need to make sure we brush them properly and get in between 

all the gaps and cracks. We spoke about which way we brushed our teeth 

the children said they brushed up and down and side to side. We gave 

the children some water, tooth brushes and toothpaste and the giant set 

of teeth and asked the children if they could brush the teeth and make 

them clean, ensuring they got all the food off them.  

We came inside and rinsed the teeth off to see how clean 

they were and to see if we has missed any of the food. 

They were very clean and the children did amazingly well.  

We hope you have enjoyed reading about what our children have enjoyed doing and learning about this half term and if 

you would like to share with us what your children have enjoyed doing we would be pleased to hear from you. 

                                                                          Thank you from all the staff at 

                                                                                                 Templegate Tiny Tots Pre-school 

22nd July  A visit to Tropical World 

We finished this school year again with a trip to Tropical World as a treat for the children who are leaving 
to go to school. We all had a fantastic time and the children enjoyed seeing the butterflies, the really big 
fish as well as all the rest. 

A good time was had by all, staff            
included! 

21st July   A visit from Lion learners 

Rachel from Lion Learners came to visit today. 

She brought guinea pigs, rabbits, millipedes, a 

bearded dragon and snakes for us to look at and 

handle if we wanted to. 

Everyone listened to Rachel as she explained 

about hand washing and not putting our fingers 

near our face after touching the 

animals. 

All the children were very gentle 

with the animals. 

Well done everyone.  

22nd June  The Opening of the Ice cream Parlour 
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15th June  “A Football party for Fathers Day” 

Today we were very pleased to share our regular football session 

with John, with any of the children`s Dads or Granddads that 

were able to join us. We were pleased to see that quite a few 

Dads were able to come. The dads watched their children               

practise some of their balls skills, dribbling the football around 

the cones and then were invited to try out their own skills as well. 

Then they were treated to one of our amazing football matches! 

When the match was over we all sat down together for some  

slices of orange and a drink then we all had one of the buns that 

the children had iced earlier in the day.                                                              

What a great time we all had, thank you for joining us. 

6th June  Beginning transition into school 

As part of getting ready for school the children had their lunch in the school 
dinner hall. Even though some of the children are not starting school this year 
we thought the experience would also be beneficial to them.  
They did really well and listened to the instructions from Tori.  
They washed their hands, collected their lunch boxes and lined up sensibly at 
the door. Tori reminded them "No running, stay in line and walk quietly"  
Off we went through the corridors down to the lunch hall, there were lots of 
friendly waves from the older children we passed on the way. 
Everyone then queued at the door until it was time to go in. They all sat very 
sensibly at the tables and had their lunch .  
When everyone had finished and it was time to return to Tiny Tots the                     
children lined up and walked back down the corridor.  

15th June  Literacy from our Learning Library. 

Today James brought in some photos and drawings that he has done after taking 

home a bag from our recent “Learning Library” launch. James had taken one of the 

bags from our literacy section. Inside the bag was the book 'We're going on a bear 

hunt'. Also inside were various work sheets and ideas to involve children in the story.  

James`s whole family got involved, even the family dog!  

James and his family built a bear cave in the back garden from a mat and blankets.  

Later James read the story to his Mummy before he went to bed. Mum told Sarah that 

he had good recall of the story, pointing to the pictures and telling her what was 

about to happen next in the story.  

We were pleased to see that he enjoyed using the resources from our Learning Library. 

 

14th June “Is it good for me?” 

Today Sue began an activity in the outdoor classroom looking at pictures of food            
and talking about which is good healthy food and which isn't good for us. The            
children  began looking through the pictures, picking up ones that they knew and             
telling Sue what they were. They talked about them and she asked them if they knew 
if they  were good for us to eat. They all knew the familiar fruits such as apples and 
strawberries and could also say that fruit was good for us but were not sure why.             
Dilsha picked up a picture of candy floss and asked what it was. Sue explained that it 
was all sugar. They listened as she explained that we didn't need to eat sugar in 
sweets etc as we already had enough in fruit, bread etc. She also explained that fruit 
was full of vitamins and they kept our bodies healthy so we could run and jump about. 
Sue also asked them “ Is sugar good for our teeth?” They all knew that we had to 
brush our teeth, "So they don't go bad," and Sophie made us all giggle by telling us 
that, "If you don't brush your teeth you get pirate teeth because they drop out." 

13th June  Cleaning the little blue house 

The little blue house has been closed for the past few days because it is 
going to be an "Ice cream parlour" very shortly. The children decided that 
the outside of the house needed decorating and began using brushes and 
small rollers with some water. We found some cobwebs that needed cleaning so the 
children changed to using cloths and sponges to give the little house a really good 
clean. They all really enjoyed this activity,                                                                                       
playing with water is always good fun.  

The children also decided that the inside needed 
cleaning as well so I suggested that we could do 

some decorating. The younger children cut pieces 
of wallpaper and fixed them to the wall with                   

masking tape while the older ones helped                    
measure the height of the walls and with help 

transferred that measurement to some wallpaper 
which we fixed on the walls. This proved to be a 

good activity for working with larger numbers.  

Ella and Orlagh took photos of 
the ice creams 
using the I pad  
to put on the 
walls of the Ice 
cream Parlour. 

Finally everything was ready for the opening of the 
Ice cream parlour but unfortunately it began to rain 
heavily so we spread a cloth on the table and set up 
inside. The children looked at the menus and chose 
what they would like to eat. Finley asked if he could 
be the waiter and served the others with their ice 
creams. The ice cream shop soon became very busy 
as the children enjoyed ordering different ice creams 
and pretending to eat them.  

We also used this activity 
to encourage the children 
to look at the numbers on 

the menu for the cost of 
the ice creams and count 

out the correct number of 
pound coins.  We also 

introduced larger                       
denominations of money, 

£5 and £10 notes.   

22nd June  Arrival of the Caterpillars 

Today we received 2 small tubs, each with 5 tiny 
caterpillars in. We passed the tubs around at story 
time so everyone could have a look. We will 
check on them each day and watch them as they 
grow and then spin their cocoons. Hopefully in a 
few weeks we will have some beautiful butterflies.  

We also read "The Hungry caterpillar" story. 

This year we have made a “Wish Tree”. We 

really appreciate all the gifts we receive at the 

end of the year but this year have politely 

asked our parents if they wish to give us  

something, could it be something that would 

benefit our nursery. 

This is a tree of resources that we feel would 

benefit our Pre-school, each leaf has an idea or 

item. Some of these can be bought but we are 

also happy with good quality second hand 

toys and resources. Simply take a leaf and   

donate this item to Preschool. 

Thank you for all your help. 

26th June  Our “Wish Tree” 26th June  Buying ice pops 

It has been very hot today so after football 
we have tried to demonstrate the need to 

keep hydrated by asking the children to 
line up at the shop with their penny to buy 

an ice pop to help cool down.                                                    
It worked, they were really refreshing!  

30th June   Our caterpillars are changing! 

We have been checking each day to see how 
big the caterpillars have grown and today 
they have begun to move up to the top of 
the tub and are getting ready to spin their 
cocoons!  

3rd July   Picking the peas 

Today we began picking some of the peas 
that we had planted earlier in the year. Saara 

was really impressed by them, saying 
“They`re awesome, they`re growing”.          

Later the children had the opportunity to eat 
the peas we had collected. 

11th July   Beautiful Butterflies at last! 

Today the weather is much better so we have begun to            

release our butterflies. The children sat in a large circle and           

listened as Jacquie explained that we have to be very gentle if 

the butterflies land on or around us.  

The children wave them off one by one watching as they flutter 

away. One escaped out of the butterfly house as Jacquie turned 

away, the children thought this was very funny. 

Later we enjoyed making our own 'Painted Ladies' with paper     

and paint.  

Today when we came into Pre-school we discovered that two 

of the butterflies had emerged from their cocoons. As the day 

went on more came out to join them. After lunch Joseph,             

Finley and Dilsha came into the cabin with me to have a closer 

look at the butterflies. They watched them flapping their wings 

and asked lots of questions. "Why is there some orange in 

there?" they asked. I explained about the nectar and how they 

drink up the juice from the proboscis, which is like a straw that comes out of their 

mouths and that`s how they get their food to help them grow. Finley asked "When 

are we going to get a hold of them ?" I explained that they were too delicate to 

hold, that we might damage their wings and they wouldn`t be able to fly.  

5th July  Continuing with transition 

Over the past few weeks the children have continued having their lunch in the school       
dining hall. They have also been into school to explore the outdoor area and classroom.  
We showed them how to find their way to the toilets and where they will hang their coats. 

We also had a visit from one of the 
teaching assistants who came into          

Pre-school to get to know the children. 

Small groups of children went 
into school to work and then sat 
on the carpet to listen to a story. 

templegatetots@yahoo.com 


